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ABSTRACT: In India, woman education was encouraged in ancient days. But the situation had changed 

during the Muslim period. The women were sent behind the purdah but by the middle of the nineteenth 

century some progress took place after a lot of swat, movements and fighting.  

In 1918, when the First World War was over, great efforts were made for expansion of women education. 

Mahatma Gandhi, Raja Ram Mohon Ray, Iswar Chandra Bidyasagar were the leaders of this movement. 

There were many top leaders and ladies of the country who joint with them to improve the situation. After 

independence, the government took initiative to expand women education and many voluntary organisations 

also came forward to work for women education.  

Indian women are as efficient as any women in the world but Indian girls or women don’t get equal 

opportunities in education. Women should get equal rights with men but in reality they are left behind in 

various life activities. Hence the women should be given the equal rights and opportunities. But the last fifty 

years, India has produced great women education in different areas like arts, science, literature, various 

disciplines of the studies in colleges and in political life of the country. Numbers of enrolment in higher 

education is also increasing. Many suitable policies have been made by the various commissions on 

education system and higher education system to reform the women education. The growing female 

representation is important not only for education but also for our society. 
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Introduction – Education is a process of gaining knowledge. It is a key to the better future of the individual. 

Every child deserves a quality education. It is the best way to learn about our society, about their future, 

about the universe. A good and proper education makes them think in a better way so that they can handle 

every situation in a good way and they can take the best decision for their lives. Proper education makes them 

mature and free. 

Both male and female child have the equal right to get proper education. Women are also part of our society 

so their progress is important and associated with the progress of our nation. Women education is an 

important connection with the alleviation of poverty. Everywhere, women are making lots of progress; they 

are getting equal opportunities and respect. But in India women education is complicated. They are not 

getting equal opportunities and respect. Often girl child in India faces difficulty in going to school. In many 

places people think that girls don’t need to study because one day they will get married and go to someone 

else’s house. So it is more important to learn households work than studying. Also harassment, if teasing, 

trafficking, poverty, child marriage are the main obstacles in this field. But now this situation has been 
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changing. Indian government has made education compulsory and free for children in the age group of six to 

fourteen years as education is a fundamental right for all citizenships. Many Indian women are playing a 

major role in our societies as leaders and trying to improve girls’ situation in education. Now a day’s the 

number of girls going to school is increasing and the number of women enrolling in higher education is also 

increasing. Higher education for women has made an impressive growth over the years in India. 

Literature Review  

1. Women Empowerment in Indian Higher Education (March 2020): Krishamoorthy A, Srimathi H.  

Objectives –  

A. To know the how much female enrollment is increasing in higher education.  

B. To know the gender ratio in different type of institutions and the female ratio in non-teaching category.  

C. To know about policies and reports favor for women in India.  

Findings –  

A. There is a gender inequality and injustice in workplace. 

B. From the AISHE report, there is a constant growth of women participation in higher education. 

C. The female ratio in non-teaching category is more less same.  

2. Status of Indian Women in Higher Education (2016): Tushar Kanti Ghara. 

Objectives –  

A. To know the present situation of women institutes in every state of India.  

B. To know what percentage of girls have joint in higher education.  

Findings –  

A. India is in third place in enrolment in the world and in term of GER, India is in sixth place in the world as 

per 2014.  

B. In the year 2011-12 the percentage of women institutes was 10.17 in India. It has increased to 10.72 in the 

year 2015-16. It is maximum in Chandigarh and then Rajasthan. 

C. The number of women who wants to take their higher education is increasing.  

3. Women’s Participation in Higher Education in India: An Analysis Across Major States (July 22, 2021): 

Sanghita Ghose and Amit Kundu. 

Objectives –  

A. To know the number of female participation in higher education across the country.  

B. To know the cause of the disparity between states. 

C. To know the present condition of female students in under graduation and post graduation of states of 

India.  

Findings – 

A. Women participation in higher education is important for gender equality in economy and society. 
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B. The comparative statistical analysis shows that performance is not good in post graduation and technical 

education courses but the situation is better in under graduation level. 

C. Availability of girls colleges and girls’ hostels are playing major and positive roles in higher education in 

India. 

4. Indian Status of Women’s Higher Education (2021): Mili Maity 

Objectives –  

A. The study aimed to highlight of enrollment status of women in higher education in India.  

B. This study also discussed the areas like needs of women’s participation in higher education, barriers of 

women’s access to higher education in India. 

Findings –  

A. There are huge complications and barriers for women to access higher education in India. 

B. Women’s enrollment in higher education is increasing but still it is not satisfying on the basis of total 

enrollment.  

C. Inequality in education is decreasing slowly. 

5. Women Empowerment Through Higher Education in India (2014): Dr. Gouri Manik Mans. 

Objectives –  

A.  To know the relevance of higher education in women’s life.  

B.  To analyze the economic benefits of women empowerment through Education  

C.  To know why women empowerment is needed.  

D.  To study the role of higher education in the empowerment of women.  

E.  To know the impact of women empowerment in the development of the country.  

Findings –  

A.  Education empowers women to make choices that improve themselves.  

B.  Higher Education is one of the most important tools that empower women with skills and self-confidence.  

Women in higher education – According to Indian history, women education was strong in ancient period 

but in Islamic period education wasn’t allowed for women. During British time many protests had started for 

women education. To achieve this goal many steps had been taken by Government. Getting a chance to go to 

school and acquiring knowledge is a blessing for all girls. Knowledge is power for every woman. It allows 

her to live how she wants to live her life and make her a knowledgeable productive member of the family as 

well as the society.  

It is worth noting that Indian women with any background, any status can become a strong and contributing 

member of the society through education. For sustainable development of our nation, their education rather 

higher education is important. The homely environment and an educated mind set of the family members 

would create an aura that allowing girls to gather knowledge which helps them in adapting to society in 

future. Critical thinking and analyzing will make them strong, successful and better members of society.  

To educate someone is to give them something new and prepare them for their future and higher education 

for women is the most powerful opportunity to connect with the world. They can expand their talent to the 
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world with higher education. Higher education includes under graduate level, post graduate level, teaching, 

research, social activities of universities etc. Higher education in India includes Universities that are affiliated 

to the state governments or the central government. Those who get higher education they can think critically 

and analytically. They can acquire deep knowledge, innovation power, good reasoning skills, team working 

skills, decision making skills, fluency in speaking, good writing skills, problem solving skills, and a wide 

knowledge of everything.  

Women's enrollment in higher education has been a main concern worldwide because of their lack of 

opportunities. However, this scenario is not same in everywhere. In developed countries, women are equal as 

men and they get equal opportunity to attend college. In India women’s enrollment in higher education has 

been increasing over the last four decades. There has been a lot of progress in our country due to 

globalization. People’s mind set has been changing and they are becoming modern and liberal. A change in 

perspective toward girls has been changing. More girls are going to school now day than before. Enrollment 

in higher education is increasing. They are getting equal opportunities, right and respect in schools, colleges 

and society as boys. The growth in women's enrollment in higher education has also increased their global 

academic mobility. According to the All India Survey on Higher Education 2019-20, more female students 

being enrolled in post graduation, m.phl and many certificate courses also numbers have increased in medical 

science, b.sc, PhD etc. However, it is in the technical courses where female student’s enrollment is lower.  

Higher education builds self-confidence. Higher Education helps women not only in gaining knowledge but 

also enables her to earn money and living a life she wants. An educated woman plays an important role in a 

family. She can support her family financially. Higher education helps women to have a better understanding 

of social and political issues and it makes her a wise citizen with effective social and political action. Higher 

education gives them a huge opportunity to come forward. It makes them strong physically as well as 

mentally so that they can face all the obstacles and overcome the problems of life. It makes them more 

independent. It will increase gender equality in everywhere which is very important for our future generation 

and overall development of our country.  

Women empowerment and higher education – Education is the basic tool for any development. Only it 

can develop a society in depth. Both male and female education is important for development of our country. 

But in our country women education is so neglected. According to the World Bank Economic Survey (2018), 

there are 39.4 % of girls dropped out from schools. This shows that despite of improvement of women 

education, still there is gender disparity and inequality everywhere 

The main barriers of women education is poverty, old and superstitious mind set, early marriage along with 

early pregnancy, harassment, violence, poor infrastructure, lack of female teacher etc. But in the last few 

years the situation has changed a lot. Many reformists and Indian government has been trying to improve the 

situation. People in India are slowly realizing why education for girls is important. Both boys and girls are 

future of our nation. So they should get equal opportunities in everywhere. In order to ensure that girls get 

equal opportunity we have to break stereotypes. We have to make sure that they don’t face any obstacles in 

schools, colleges and workplaces. Indian Government needs to establish higher education in rural areas and 

the fee should be kept minimal so that rural people can afford higher education for their girl child. Schools 

and higher education institutions must remove the gender barrier, and promotes scholarships, counseling and 

coaching to uplift women. The environment must be women friendly and safe.  

Improving education for women helps to know them better about health and nutrition and it reduces fertility 

rates. Education enables them to find better job so that they can work shoulder to shoulder with men, engage 

in public debates and make demands on government for social security and other entitlements. Higher 

Education is one of the most important ways to empower a woman. Higher education provides them 

opportunities to fulfill their needs and they can live and work with dignity.  
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Women empower is the important part of any country. Women are an important section of our country. 

Empowerment of women can bring a positive change in our society. It is therefore, crucial for the socio-

economic and political progress of India. It enables them to handle every situation, every challenge. It makes 

them independent and they can make their choices.  

Many years ago in India, women were not allowed to vote, they didn’t have their own property; they couldn’t 

go out and work. This situation was our culture and tradition and it was strongly embedded in our society due 

to lack of confidence to live as a single woman because they had to face difficulties in life. But now we 

passed those dark ages, women are more empowered so now they can do whatever they want, they can live 

how they want to live. This means now they have the ability to choose their own live, they can go out freely, 

they can join their dream job, and they can speak and vote, and do anything a man can do. They have equal 

right as a man.   

Roles of Indian Government in higher education for girls/women –  

After independence, various commissions and committees set up in India to ensure the equal right for both 

girls and boys in education, and in the society. Indian Government, National Council of Women in 1958, 

National Commission of Women Act in 1990, Kothari commission and the National Policy on Education and 

The Programme of Action in 1992, National Policy for The Empowerment of Women in 2001 and National 

Knowledge Commission for Higher Education in 2007 were established. To improve the enrollment of 

women in higher education; University Grand Commission (UGC) has been taking many schemes like 

women colleges, women hostels facilities, Swami Vivekananda Scholarship, Indira Gandhi Scholarship for 

Single Girl Child etc. AICTE has implemented PRAGATI scholarship for who pursuing technical education. 

Although for these initiatives women’s enrollment in higher education grew up that the past decades but it is 

far behind as compared to other developed countries at global level.  

Conclusion – From various studies it is clear that women’s enrollment in higher education has increased 

drastically from past decades and this change has great affects on socio-cultural structure of our society. 

Once, women were only allowed to stay in home and do household work but now they are balancing their 

home and workplace successfully. They are now independent and making their own identity. Some women 

are the main source of income of the family. They are taking full responsibility of their life and their family. 

Through education and economical independence, women are able to know and fight for their right and to 

live their life how they want to. Now they are aware of their health, society and laws of our country. 

Increased rate of women’s enrollment in higher education has been changing our tradition, our narrow views, 

social structure, cultural structure, family structure and day to day life style. For sustainable development of 

our society; education of women rather higher education is very important. Situation has been improving but 

still challenges are there. So government should take more relevant initiatives to improve enrollment of 

women in higher education. An educated woman has the skills and power to be better citizen. Our country 

will progress if women grow and empower more.  
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